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          Lady Kim and I hope everyone had a wonderful 
holiday season blessed with good cheer and blessings. La-
dy Kim and I enjoyed time with family and friends while 
trying to keep in the forefront of our minds the real reason 
for the season. 

         The stated meeting in December was a great mixture 
of fun, fellowship, and business. We honored our departed 
members with our annual In Challah which is always very 
moving.  The Ladies had a wonderful lady’s program and, 
by the sounds coming from the Fleming room, a great 
time was had by all.   During the stated meeting we held 
our annual elections, and it is my great honor to congratu-
late all the newly elected officers.  El Jebel is definitely in 
good hands and has a bright future. The first annual 
Christmas Brunch was a great success, and I had the pleas-
ure of playing Santa’s helper for the first time in my life, 
which for me was a highlight I will never forget. 

     January is full of important and fun events at El Jebel.  
On January 5th Potentate-elect Jim Dawkins and his Lady 
Patti are hosting a formal event to celebrate all the newly-
elected Divan Members.  Look for details in this issue of 
the Red Fez and plan to join the Dawkins’ on this special 
Friday night.  January 8th is our annual stated meeting with 
the formal installation of officers and other very important 
activities.  Please make every effort to attend.  Friday Jan-
uary 12th is Shrine Night at the National Western Stock 
Show.  Tickets are still available but are going fast so get 
them soon and join us at this great annual tradition. 

     Everyone please be safe and happy!  Lady Kim and I 
hope to see you all at a Shrine gathering soon.  Finally, 
brothers and sisters, rejoice!  Strive for full restoration, 
encourage one another, be one of mind, and live in peace.  
And the God of love and peace will always be with you. 

     Yours in the faith, 

2023 Potentate 

Illustrious Sir, Grady Carter 

Protecting and Serving the Children, It’s all about We in 23 

Family  

Brunch  
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Dennis Proctor, P.P. 

“Stuff” from the Recorder 
 

     Today, December 9th, I woke up with Christmas in the 
air and two inches of new-fallen snow.  The holiest of 
holidays is upon us to share with family and friends. 
     The end of the Shrine year is always busy with election 
of officers, getting the 2024 budget approved by the mem-
bership, and, unfortunately, the suspension of 41 who 
have not paid dues for more than two years.  Our mem-
bership is struggling; we have to find new members to 
bring in now.  Kent Burns, High Priest and Prophet, has 
been working diligently to attract new members through 
the use of social media.  This seems to be the way young 
people today live and play, not like the “good ole days” 
using the old dial phone.  Times do change. 
     For the first time a Family Christmas party was held in 
lieu of the kids’ Christmas party.   Pancakes, eggs, and 
ham were served rather than the standard cookies and 
milk.  The event was enjoyed by nearly 70 guests which 
included children; it was an amazing event.  It was unfor-
tunate that Santa wasn’t able to give gifts to the children; 
however, each child did receive a stocking filled with 
goodies. 
     Congratulations go to the five attending members who 
had reached their 50-year membership milestone. They 
were: Stephen Bennett, Ken Behrens, Richard Frohlick, 
Harold Potter, and Charles Schaffer.  There was other 50-
year members that were unable to attend who had their 
pins mailed to them.  Over the years each has donated so 
much to El Jebel in time, money, and support.  A big 
“thank you” to them all. 
     The 2023 Leadership by Example has been awarded to 
Ron Williamson P.P. for his dedication and leadership.   
Congratulations Ill. Sir. 
     The Potentate-elect Jim Dawkins announced his plans 
for a dinner and dance for a public Ceremonial Installa-
tion of the elected officers on January 5, 2024.  He pro-
vided more information about the Nashville Shrine trip 
and other fun parties.  
     The Chief Rabban-elect Doug Kelley announced sev-
eral fund-raising ideas that were subsequently approved 
by the membership.  Starting January 1, 2024, a raffle for 
a red Alderwood fez case will take place with sales lim-
ited to 50 tickets at $20.00 each.  Depending upon how 
much interest this generates, there is a possibility of two 
additional fez case raffles.  A bracelet with retail value of 
$999.99 was purchased at a huge discount; two other 
bracelets were purchased at the same time.  Ticket sales 
for these start January 1, 2024.  Each bracelet will be raf-
fled separately with a limit of 50 tickets at $20.00 each.  
Contact the Shrine office during office hours to purchase 
your raffle tickets.  There will be a Sportsmen’s Raffle 
held on October 19, 2024. 

Congratulations to all the elected Officers for 2024: 
 
Potentate     Jim Dawkins 
Chief Rabban   Doug Kelley 
Assistant Rabban   Kent Burns 
High Priest Prophet  Hoss Monsebroten 
Oriental Guide   Jim Marshal 
Treasurer    Richard Silver P.P. 
Recorder    Dennis Proctor P.P. 
 

     The remaining appointed Divan officers will be an-
nounced after the January 8th annual installation meeting.  
Please support the officers in all their efforts this coming 
year.  With the membership at 700 the challenges they 
face are not insurmountable with all our help and support. 
     A reminder to all Presidents and Secretaries to fill out 
the on-line form of your unit elected officers and send 
them to the Director by December 31, 2023 so they may 
be printed in the directory.  Also, add to your January 
2024 calendar the Presidents and Secretaries meeting at 
El Jebel, January 20th at 9 AM.  More information will be 
available later. 
     “A vision, without a plan, is just an hallucination.” ~ 
Will Rogers 

Family Brunch—December 9, 2023 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1059417
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 Phone (303) 455-3470  Fax: (303) 458-8849 

Red Fez Articles—director@eljebel.org 
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Fred Taylor (2008) 
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Jim Long (2012) 
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Michael Trevathan (2015) 
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Ron Williamson (2021) 
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PUBLICATION STAFF 
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Subscriptions are available to members.  Call the of-
fice  303-455-3470 if you would like a copy mailed to 

you each month for an annual fee of $15.00 

There was a friend whose heart was good 

  He walked with men and understood 

  His was a voice that spoke with cheer,  And 
felt like music on the ear 

His was a smile men loved to see;  His 
was a hand that asked no fee for friendli-
ness or kindness done. And now that he 

has journeyed on,  His is a fame that nev-
er ends,  He leaves behind uncounted 

friends 

Passed thru the Unseen Portals 

In Memoriam  

“Our beloved Brethren live on in a new and 

more glorious life and service. We carry 

their influence in our lives and their memo-

ries in our hearts. They are not forgotten.” 

 

Theodis W. Brown, Jr. 

Ralph W. Dougherty 

Donald E. Gallup 

Gene E. Rodaway 
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2024 Calendar of Events 

 

January 
5  El Jebel Officers Celebration Party 
8   Official Stated Meeting/Installation 
   & Trip Presentation 
12   National Western Stock Show 
20   Unit Officers Meeting/Installation 

 
February 
1   East/West Shrine Game-Frisco, TX 
12   Family Meeting-Mardi Gras 
17   WCSC Installation—Grand Junction 
 

March 
11   Family Meeting—Trivia 
16   St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
29  5th Friday Happy Hour 
31  Easter Sunrise Service 

El Jebel Shrine  emails 
Recorder—recorder@eljebel.org 

Treasurer—treasurer@eljebel.org 

Accounting—director@eljebel.org 

Red Fez—director@eljebel.org 

Calendar—director@eljebel.org 

Membership Report 

Total Membership  (with Associates)  
 

695 
 

1-Affiliation 

4– Demits 

1– Suspension 

1– Associate Member Drop 

4-Expired 

Red Fez subscriptions are available  

to members.   

 

Call the office at  

303-455-3470 if you would like a copy mailed to you 
each month for an annual fee of $15.00 

Donations 
Transportation Fund  In Memory of 

Milo P. Nichols   Donation 

Sandra Blackmore   Howard Grossenheider 

 

Shriners Childrens   In Memory of 

Pat Irwin     Donation 

Farrell Vikman   Duane Vikman 

       

Shriners Children   In Honor of 

Peggy Flowers   Don Douglas 

Richard Vigil    Lisa 

PARADE CORNER 

~ Marshal Mike Terry 

 
          Happy New Year to everyone.  It’s hard to believe 
2024 is already here!   
     Even though our parade vehicles are safely tucked 
away for the winter, it won’t be long before the 2024 pa-
rade season will start with the Denver St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade on Saturday, March 16th.  The parade committee 
has already held several planning meetings so it should 
be, as always, a well-organized and fun event.  Make sure 
to put that date on your calendar and join El Jebel Shrine 
for the wearin’ o’ the green. 
     Don’t forget the Unit Officers Meeting on Saturday, 
January 20th at 9:00 AM at El Jebel Shrine.  This is an 
important meeting which will cover a variety of topics 
Unit Officers need to be aware of including my    favorite 
subject – all things relating to parades for 2024.     
     Remember, even if you don’t have a parade vehicle, 
there are always vehicles available for you to ride in.  All 
parades are social events; bring your family and prospec-
tive Nobles (and don’t forget your Fez and a smile). 
     Please contact me at myyellowbee55@msn.com if you 
have any questions. 

mailto:myyellowbee55@msn.com
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A message from the  

Chief Rabban, Jim Dawkins 

     Happy Holidays from Lady Patti and me to you and 
your family.  The holidays are such a special time to 
spend with good friends and family.  I know that Patti 
and I have had such a wonderful time celebrating the hol-
idays with our Shriner family at unit and club gatherings.  
Unfortunately, we couldn’t attend all the celebrations, so 
apologies if we missed yours.  
     I’d also like to share how grateful I am to serve under 
such a wonderful, thoughtful Potentate.  Grady and his 
Lady Kim have made this year so special, with fun Happy 
Hours and special events.  I’m grateful we were once 
again able to attend an El Jebel Potentate’s Ball.  A great 
time was had by all.  We’ve also had the privilege to trav-
el to Imperial, CSSA, and a terrific Potentate’s trip to 
Mexico.  Thank you to you both for such a special year.  I 
know how much hard work goes into planning and exe-
cuting a year of activities.  Well done! 
     I must say how honored I am to be elected to serve El 
Jebel as your Potentate in 2024.  Lady Patti and I thank 
you for your support and we look forward to having fun 
with all of you this upcoming year.  I’m blessed to work 
with such dedicated leaders that give so much of their 
time and facilitate such fun and fellowship in our great 
fraternity, all while keeping us focused on our great phi-
lanthropy, Shriners Children’s.  Thank you to our nobility 
and to our leaders.  
     Speaking of 2024, we’ll start the year with a celebra-
tion for the New Year.  While not on New Year’s Eve, 
we are still celebrating 2024.  Come out and join us Fri-
day, January 5th to recognize your 2024 leadership, have a 
terrific meal, and dance the night away with our DJ.  
Each member of the newly elected Divan has chosen a 
song that will play as they enter, so start guessing right 
away which song you think each will choose.  Just a fun 
way to kick off 2024, followed by our official installa-
tion, Fezzing, presentation of jewels, and taking of the 
oath at our stated meeting on Monday night, January 8th, 
which is our Annual Meeting.  I look forward to seeing 
all of you at both events.  One special note is that we’ll 
make a Nashville trip presentation at our stated meeting 
(make plans to join us April 9-14 as slots are filling up 
fast).  
    Please also plan on coming out to Shrine night at the 
National Western Stock Show on Friday, January 12th.  
Tickets are available at the office and are only $30 (same  

as last year).  If you tried to buy tickets online, they 
would be much more.  It’s a great night to be recognized 
by the community for all the hard work you do in frater-
nity and philanthropy.  
     Yours in the Faith, 

Chief Rabban Jim Dawkins 
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Dune Buggy Patrol 

~ Ron Williamson, PP 

 

     HAPPY NEW YEAR!  In January we are looking 
forward to the Installation of our Shrine Officers for 
2024 and another year of Fun and Fellowship. 

     Our December Dune Buggy meeting was held at Er-
nie and Brenda Edward’s home.  We enjoyed homemade 
soup and cookies and a wonderful relaxing evening.  At 
our meeting we looked over our bylaws.  We want to 
move toward fewer meetings and more socials.  There 
will be a continuing discussion at our next meeting, so 
mark your calendars to join us as we vote on the bylaw 
changes.  Our new officers for next year are President, 
Ron Williamson, PP, Vice-president, Noble Juan Carlos 
Milan, Secretary/Treasurer, Noble Don Strand.  

     Our group also discussed the parades from the last 
year.  The Veterans Day parade in Longmont was so 
much fun that we are encouraged to do more small-town 
parades next year.  Brush and Johnstown parades are 
some of the group’s favorites.  The crowds enjoy us, and 
we get to interact with them more and promote our fra-
ternity. 

     Our January Dune Buggy meeting will be January 10, 
2024, at the home of Ron and Robyn Williamson, 8638 
W. 84th Circle, Arvada.   Social at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 
6:00 p.m., and meeting at 7 p.m.  Please RSVP to Ron if 
you will be joining us.  Be sure and join us on January 
12, 2024, for Shrine Night at the Stock Show.  The Mule 
Team from Al Kaly will be joining us again this year.  
Tickets are limited and unsold tickets will be returned on 
January 4, 2024.  Remember the Shrine office will be 
closed between Christmas and New Year’s, so call now 
or right after the new year to reserve your spot. 

     If you are interested in joining the Dune Buggy Patrol 
as a car owner or as a social member contact President 
Ron Williamson at 303-668-2072.  If you would like to 
ride in one of the Dune Buggies at a parade, contact one 
of the drivers.  Join our group and have fun with us.  
Come on, what are you waiting for??? 

     Wishing family and friends good health, happiness, 
and blessings. 

GOODBYE 2023, HELLO 2024! 
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OPTARS 

 

USING YOUR IPHONE FOR TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Learn how to use that phone you carry in your pocket! 
 

 

      
 

ATTENTION: Our January 2nd meeting has changed the 
time! We will be meeting in the Fleming room at 5:00 
p.m. instead of 7.  Our Professional Training Video will 
be “Using Your Iphone for Travel Photography.”  This 
45-minute video will help you utilize your smartphone for 
better photography and your 2024 trips. 
     Synopsis: Attention photographers and travel enthusi-
asts!  Do you want to take stunning travel photos without 
carrying bulky camera equipment?  Join Scott Kelby in 
this online video photography course and learn how to get 
the most out of the camera in your iPhone for travel pho-
tography.  Most of the techniques will work just as well 
with an Android-based phone as well. 
     The time change is a test to see if the earlier meeting 
time will allow better attendance.  We welcome all who 
would like to learn more about photography presentations, 
technique, and technology. 

El Jebel Computer Club 

 

Computing, Security, Sharing, Saving, Using 
 

Coming to a computer near you!  WINDOWS 12 and 
our best guess as to what it means. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 
Our January 9th (Tuesday) meeting will be in the Fleming 
room at 1:00 p.m.  Our meetings are open to all Shriners 
and their Ladies.  We will be reviewing the latest infor-
mation and rumors about the NEXT Microsoft Operating 
System.  
     AI features in Win 12? 
     Hardware requirements? 
     Both Intel and Arm-based systems? 
     User experience changes? 
     Older application compatibility? 
     When will it be available? 
     Expanded Android application support? 
    What will it cost? 
 Join us and learn the inside secrets of the computing 
world. 

 

SANDBLASTERS 

~ Matthew Madrid 

 

Greetings Nobles and Ladies,  
     As we embrace the joy and warmth of the holiday sea-
son, I wanted to take a moment to extend my heartfelt 
wishes to you and your loved ones.  May this festive sea-
son be filled with love and cherished moments.  May the 
coming year bring you new opportunities, growth, and an 
abundance of happiness.  Here's to a joyful holiday sea-
son and a bright and prosperous New Year. 
     Daniella and I would like to thank everyone who came 
to the Christmas party.  It couldn’t have been done with-
out your continued support.  
     The Sandblasters meet on the last Wednesday of the 
month at the Golden Corral at 11:30am on West Hamp-
den Ave (River Point Shopping Center). 
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EL MEJDELTEMPLE NO. 47 

Daughters of the Nile 

Carole Bolduc, PQ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

     Another year has flown by, and we hope your holiday 
season was full of fond and lasting memories.  Our De-
cember Christmas Session was extra special this year.  
The El Mejdel Chimes entertained us with two beautiful 
Christmas Carols.  Their Director, Pr. Elaine Birely, has 
done a spectacular job with this unit.    
     We were especially graced with a visit by PSQ Muriel 
Knapp at our Session.  She had the opportunity to see a 
lovely Christmas Program put on by the Singers, directed 
by Pr. Lelia Emry.  We were happy PSQ Muriel could 
join us, particularly during this Christmas season. 
     Our first Session of the year in January will also be a 
Ceremonial with a lunch and performances by our units.  
     Congratulations are in order for El Jebel’s new Poten-
tate, Illustrious Sir Jim Dawkins.  We wish you the best 
for a successful year. 
     We wish everyone a Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous 
New Year! 

WCSC 

Western Colorado Shrine Club 

~ Gregory Foster 

 

Hello Nobles, Ladies, and friends, 
     I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season filled 
with friends, family, and joy.  Now that the new year is 
here, we can reflect on what we did well in 2023 and what 
we can improve on in 2024.   
    2023 was a light year for the WCSC.  We only had six 
board meetings due to a lack of a quorum of its members.  
We did a parade or two, we held a Bourbon and Cigar 
fundraiser for the club, and in the last couple of months 
we had our All-members Meeting, elected a new board, 
and had our Christmas Party at Enzos.  
     Our motto for 2024 is “I solemnly swear I am up to no 
good.”  Some of you may recognize this from Harry Pot-
ter as the key to the Marauder’s Map.  Our goal is that at 
this time next year, we can say “Mischief managed” and 
look back on 2024 with pride at everything our club has 
done.  
     We are going to start with a Super Bowl Party at the 
Grand Junction Masonic Center on Sunday, February 
11th.  Everyone will need to bring a snack or drink to 
share.  This event is open to everyone, not just club mem-
bers, so plan accordingly.  Next, on February 17th, the 
Potentate will be coming to Grand Junction, weather per-
mitting, to install our officers for 2024. 
     Other items to look forward to in 2024 are the Shrine 
Circus, and the Loyal Order of the Water Buffalo.  The 
Club will keep in close contact with the Shrine Circus and 
assist them in any way we can to bring them back to 
Grand Junction.  And for those that don’t know, the Loyal 
Order of the Water Buffalo is a fun degree based on the 
old Flintstones cartoon.  We’re still gathering infor-
mation, but if it's possible for us to put on the degree we 
will. 
     We will also work with our Masonic Brothers to have 
a presence in several parades in Grand Junction, Fruita, 
and Palisade this year.  I have a few ideas on how we can 
help grow interest in the fraternity with the parades.  
     I’ll wrap up with a reminder that our next board meet-
ing will be on Tuesday, January 9th at 11 AM at the Grand 
Junction Masonic Center.  Bring your lunch and put your 
thinking caps on because we have lots of stuff to plan for 
in 2024.  
     Fraternally, 

Gregory Foster 
Cell: (505) 350-0197    
e-mail: Phelanwolf75@gmail.com 
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Family Brunch—December 9, 2023 
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R.V. ROAMERS – YEAR ENDING FUN! 

~ Tony Dattilo, P.P. 

 

     Several members of the R.V. Roamers gathered at 
“Christmas Land,” the beautifully decorated home of long
-time Roamers, Kent and Mona Eckley.  In addition to 
preparing and serving a wonderful steak dinner in their 
beautifully decorated home, they spent many hours deco-
rating the exterior, now a landmark in their neighborhood 
for Christmas displays of the first order. 
     In addition to the great company provided by the 
members present, we were entertained by a pair of fledg-
ling musicians who ventured to provide the entertainment 
for our group.  Outgoing President Jim Stewart and 
Roamers Treasurer Jim Marshall returned from a month-
long cruise to the Hawaiian Islands and, while there, were 
impressed and enticed to learn the techniques of playing 
the ukelele.  Both purchased what they described as 
“Concert Ukuleles,” and presented their best attempts at 
singing and playing the little instruments and repeat what 
they heard and learned while in the islands.  Although 
excellent entertainment was provided for the group, they 
admitted that more practice was needed before they could 
go “viral.” 
     We were happy to have Charlie and Thelma Shaeffer 
join us, looking great after his recent bout with medical 
issues and hospital visits.  We also welcomed our newest 
member, Noble Jon Albert.  We were disappointed that 
Jon’s lady, Mary Grace was unable to join us on this day, 
but we look forward to them joining us at outings in 2024 
with their Grand Design RV trailer.   
     Our Treasurer, Jim Marshall, provided us with some 
excellent news regarding our 2023 fund raisers, which 
will be revealed as usual at the Annual Stated Meeting in 
January. 
     A ticket drawing was held for the ladies present which 
resulted in each of them winning a welcome Christmas 
surprise. 
     Each year, the R.V. Roamers select a member who has 
demonstrated their interest, talent, and hard work in sup-
port of our activities, events, and the members of our 
group.  This year, the member chosen was our outgoing 
President, Jim Stewart who, with our thanks and apprecia-
tion, was presented with an engraved plaque designating 
him as the “Roamer of the Year” for 2023.     
     Plans for activities in 2024 are being finalized for 
“Innings” (indoor gatherings), and “Outings” (R.V. camp-
ing trips).  Shriners do not need to possess an R.V. to be-
come a member of the R.V. Roamers.  First, no RV is 
needed to participate in the “Innings” which are held at 
various restaurants during the cooler, non-camping-out 
months.  During the “Outing” months where we gather at 
various R.V. “Resorts,” we always find locations that 
have rental cabins available.  If you’re interested in join-
ing us for some fun gatherings, and some exceptional vis-
its to incredibly beautiful locations in our Colorado, con-
tact any of our members for information, or join us at one 
of our gatherings.  Everyone is welcome! 
As we close out this “crazy” 2023 year of questions and 
anomalies, we may still reflect upon the blessings of  
 

freedom that we enjoy in our United States of America.  
But more importantly at this time of the year, we cele-
brate the time that a Child was born under the starry skies 
of Bethlehem.  His immediate home was told to be a sta-
ble in which He was laid in a manger while allowing His 
mother some rest and shelter after His birth.  The remain-
der of the story is well known, as Jesus Christ is revered 
by many cultures as the Messiah, the Savior, the Son of 
God.  Today’s celebration of His birth is known as 
“Christ”mas – no accident or mystery about the name and 
the reasons for which His birth is celebrated.  May each 
of you experience Health, Happiness, and Joy as we cele-
brate the 2023rd anniversary of His birth.   
     As told in Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, Tiny 
Tim said to Ebeneezer Scrooge (a parsimonious jerk who 
was awakened from his grumpy nature to the joy of the 
season), with heartfelt sincerity, we repeat Tiny Tim’s 
exact sentiments: “Merry Christmas to all … God bless 
us, every one!”      
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EL JEBEL DROVERS 

~ Steven Stevens 

 

Hello Cowboys and Cowgirls, it’s rodeo time! 
     Did you know that the word rodeo has Spanish origins 
in Mexico since the 1500’s?  It comes from the word 
rodear which means “to round up.”  Around 1551, the 
Mexican government tried to regulate cattle ranching in 
the Valley of Toluca in Central Mexico.  The estancia 
(large ranch) owners were ordered to round up their cattle 
one day each week to keep them from spreading.  It was 
the vaquero’s (cowboy’s) job to do so.  
     Informal roping and riding events started emerging in 
the western US in the 1820’s.  Deer Trail, Colorado 
claims they held the first rodeo in 1869 while Prescott, 
Arizona claims that they held the first professional rodeo 
in 1888.  Pecos, Texas also makes a claim that they held 
the world’s first public cowboy contest on July 4th, 1883 
when two cowboys, one a drover (cattle driver) and one a 
roper, argued about who was the best horseman so they 
set up a competition to see who was the best at roping cat-
tle.   The drover ended up winning that contest!  
     Our very own Brother, Buffalo Bill Cody, is claimed to 
be the first that turned rodeos into public entertainment 
when he founded the “Buffalo Bill Wild West Show” in 
1883.  In 1870, Captain W.B. Brown organized the Platte 
Valley Lodge No. 32 in North Platte, Nebraska.  Buffalo 
Bill served as a civilian scout for the 3rd Cavalry and was 
friends with Captain Brown.  Through that association, 
Buffalo Bill petitioned and was raised as a Master Mason 
in the Platte Valley Lodge in 1871.  Brother Cody was 
awarded the Medal of Honor in 1872 for “gallantry in ac-
tion” after a skirmish on detached duty with the 3rd Caval-
ry.  Brother Cody was also a Knight Templar and was a 
Tangier Shriner in Omaha, Nebraska. 
     This year Shrine Night at the National Western is on 
January 12th.  Your very own El Jebel Drovers unit will be 
riding into the arena while our new Potentate goes in on 
the Clydesdale big hitch.  This is a tradition of El Jebel 
and the Drovers unit that we all look forward to each year.  
I hope you can join us!  We will also try to ride in the 
Stock Show parade on January 5th, weather permitting.  
     If you are interested in becoming a member of the 
Drover’s unit or would just like to come to dinner and 
meet socially, give me a call or text me at 512-435-1010.  
We meet in Parker on the first Wednesday of the month 
for social hour and dinner.  I would love to talk to you! 
 

RADOPS 

~ Michael Marcus 

 
2024 Radops Officers 
The Radops members would like to congratulate each of 
our officers on their election, and to thank them for their 
willingness to serve our unit for the upcoming year.  The 
elected 2024 officers are: 

Emit Hurdelbrink (W0UAW) – President 
Paul Harrison (KØPRH) – Vice President 
Ken Behrens (KBØYLN) – Secretary 
Rich Wall (WR1CH) – Treasurer 
 

Radops Next In-Person Meeting:  
Our next scheduled in-person meeting will be held on 
Monday, January 22, 2024 in the 2nd floor meeting room 
at the Shrine building.  These meetings begin promptly at 
7:00pm and are held on the fourth Monday of each 
month, September through April with the exception of 
December. 
 
Radops Weekly On-the-Air Meetings: 
The Radops weekly on-the-air meetings (a.k.a. Sunday 
Night Nets) are held every Sunday evening at 7:00pm on 
146.985 MHz.  Additionally, we have an EchoLink node 
K0FEZ-R available on our 2-meter repeater.  The Radops 
also own and operate a standalone 447.925 MHz repeater 
located in Aurora near I-225 and Yale Ave., which is not 
linked to our 146.985 MHz repeater or EchoLink.  Please 
join us if you are a licensed Ham Radio operator.  Other-
wise, feel free to listen to our weekly meetings.  

NOTE: We will NOT be holding our regular on-the-air 
meeting on either Sunday, December 24, 2023 or on Sun-
day, December 31, 2023 due to the holidays. 

 

January Birthdays: Ron Budzitowski, Kim Carter,  

Jeremy DeBard, Sameen DeBard, Jim Fitzpatrick, P.P.,  
Cathy Villhauer. 
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Pipe Band 

~ Kent Burns   

      

Welcome to a whole new year!  The Band hopes all had 
the most joyous and Merry Christmas as well as a safe 
celebration for the incoming New Year.   Still waiting for 
the “bad” winter forecast by everyone from the Farmer’s 
Almanac (which can be believed and is usually spot-on) 
to all the local media (which should never be believed – 
they have a different agenda than the reporting of news – 
and as anyone knows who has put in a winter or two here 
in Colorado, we have shoveled six inches of “partly 
cloudy” off our driveways and sidewalks many times).  
But keep those fingers crossed for both to be wrong, or at 
least premature.   

     We are supposed to go to Aspen to perform with the 
AFA cadet drum and bugle corps on Saturday, 13 January 
2024 (got the new year correct on the first try!) and are 
hoping for the mild weather we have enjoyed the last few 
years.  There have been times when the temperature was 
barely above zero – the pipes and reeds and fingers all 
pretty much freeze up.  Even the brass have trouble with 
those temperatures.  However, they have a sneaky trick to 
keep their horns tootin’ – they dip ‘em in JP3, or jet fuel 
to the uninitiate.  Not recommended (often) for brass 
valves; definitely a no-no for pipe reeds.  We manage to 
keep them somewhat warm with those hand-warmers 
hunters and hikers use.  Just wrap ‘em around the goose 
(the part of the bag the chanter is stuck into) and hope.  
Lately we generally make it through the entire “concert” 
with little trouble, although the drum major has been 
known to cut a tune or two when the pipes get difficult to 
play (can’t really say “out of tune” because at that altitude 
and at that temperature, such is fairly common even on 
warmer days). 

     This will be the high point of our schedule – playing 
with brass makes the hair on the back of your neck stand 
up.  We will miss our groupies from the Bahamas.  He 
has been fighting the “Big C” which entailed many trips 
to the mainland for treatment, and their travel budget has 
been stretched to the limit.  But the good news is that he 
is cancer-free!  And we most definitely miss all those 
concerts we were able to do when Bill Smith was in 
charge.  But, as they say, time marches on. 

     This will not be our only excursion up into “them thar 
hills.”  As of right now, we are scheduled to perform 
again for the Grand Lake US Constitutional Week 
(GLUSCW) wrap-up parade and shindig in the park on a 
Saturday in mid-September (21 September to be exact).  
That is another fun trip.  The best part of these trips is the 
camaraderie we enjoy to and from, not just the perfor-
mance itself.  We cram ourselves, uniforms, instruments, 
and a coke or two into as few vehicles as possible and 
have a grand old time.  We have even been known to haul 
a few non-kilted friends along for the fun of it.  Lately our 
small number has meant just one vehicle, although one 
sometimes comes up from a different direction or needs to  

return faster than our leisurely trip (with stops at certain 
traditional places for food and maybe a mug or two – nev-
er for the driver though, as he is a teetotaler on these ex-
cursions) allows.  But, as they say, a good time is had by 
all.  Some of you readers who may be interested should 
think about it – we always have a grand old time and can 
usually make room. 

     And, as always, we will be at the Shrine (almost) every 
Thursday evening and can offer you a hearty welcome 
should you come on down to learn piping or other things 
Scottish, usually around 1830. 

EL JEBEL SPORTS CLUB 
~ Randy Jensen 

     This will be my last Sports newsletter until the parade 
season starts up in the spring of 2024.  The Sports and 
Dune Buggies met together again this year for our annual 
Holiday gathering.   We enjoyed a wonderful Italian buf-
fet at Romano’s Pizzeria in Littleton.  About 30 folks 
from the combined units attended.  It’s always a good 
gathering of fine folks.  We were also delighted to have 
our Potentate, Grady, and His Lady Kim join us. 
     My Lady Sara and I attended the Family Christmas 
Brunch on December 9th and had an excellent brunch.  
The children there seemed to be excited at the anticipa-
tion of Santa coming.  This is the last function I will be 
able to attend with my Lady until we head for Nashville!   
(She had knee surgery December 13th.)  Lady Sara also 
wants to thank Noble Doug Kelly for his help getting her 
cell phone working better.  Thank you, Doug!   
     Shriners Children’s will again have a float in the New 
Year’s Day Parade.  I’m sure it will be a beautiful site 
and hopefully we all will get to see ALL the floats. 
     Next on the calendar after the holidays is the installa-
tion of the 2024 El Jebel officers on January 8, 2024.  
Make your reservation soon.  Also, don’t forget to make 
your reservations for the Shrine Night at the National 
Western Stock Show on January 12, 2024. 
     Everyone, please stay healthy and we’ll catch all ya’ll 
in the new year!!  
     See you in Nashville!! 
 



 

16 

 

El Jebel Motor Corps 

(Cooler Nobles, Jeep Patrol, Keystone Kops, Motor Patrol,  
Noble Cycles, Sports, Tux-N-Trikes, Vintage Iron Patrol) 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
     December was a great time to be a Motor Corps mem-
ber.  We had an awesome time at the holiday party at El 
Rancho!  Great food, great fellowship, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, and let’s not forget the fire- breathing bartender.  
This was made possible by Motor Corps Ladies Bonnie 
Petersen and Vicki Dexter. This truly proves that this 
“blended” unit works!   
     The El Jebel Shrine December annual election of offic-
ers was held December 11th.  Congratulations to our new-
ly-elected Divan.  Please see the complete list of officers 
and installation dates in this month’s Red Fez issue.  2024 
promises to be yet another great year for the El Jebel 
Shrine. 
     Thank you, Illustrious Sir Grady and First Lady Kim 
Carter.  You both did a great job in 2023 and your leader-
ship was inspiring.  
     2024 is the beginning of great blended-team effort for 
Motor Corps.  Many of our combined units have certain 
traditions that should be continued.  Socials, outings, trips, 
or any other FUN ideas can and should be shared with our 
group.  The idea here is to promote fun and fellowship.  
Speak up with those ideas and traditions.  Together we 
can build this up for everyone!  
     Glenn Lasater is still having severe health issues and 
including him in your prayers would be greatly appreciat-
ed.  Duane Hiebert had shoulder surgery (yes, the other 
one) and will be on the mend for weeks to come.  
     Our Facebook page is “El Jebel Motor Corps.”  Join in 
and add your favorite pictures and comments.   This is a 
“Members” page and will have important parade, meeting 
and social information.  This is in addition to e-mail alerts 
and Red Fez articles.  More information for our members 
is always a win.  The moderators are Glenn Lasater and 
Chuck “Hawk” Hawkins.  
     The next meeting information will be out soon to all 
members and interested members.  Bring your ideas, solu-
tions, and light-hearted fun! 

Remember if we create fun -  
fellowship will always follow. 
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December 11, 2023 Stated Meeting 50 Year Awards 

Top Left to right : 

Ill Sir Grady Carter with Steve Bennett 

Rick Frohlick & Lady Linda 

Harold & Nicole Potter & Family 

Ken Behrens & Lady Cyndie 

Ill Sir Grady Carter with Thelma & 

Charles Shaeffer 
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 January 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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3 

 

4 
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2024 Officers 

Celebration 

Party 
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Al Kaly Shrine 

Installation 

7 
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Stated  

Meeting & 
Installation of 

Officers 

 

Potes Trip 
Presentation 

9 
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Stock Show 
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Unit Officers 
Meeting 
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